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Edinburgh; there is no comparison Princes Street's greatness
is that it has a castle to be seen from. There is no vantage/
point from which to see Chowrmghee. Calcutta is a deltaic
city, and as such hasn't even a molehill to bless herself with.
But Chowrmghee has beauty in an old-fashioned sense.
Looking, as they do, across the maidan her fagades can be seen
to advantage. They are an imposing array; but they are too
fretful for modern taste. They proclaim another age, they
are Chippendale chairs at a cocktail party. Someone with
a Tennyson pen has described Calcutta as "the city of
palaces " Looking at Chowrmghee from the maidcm one is
tempted to agree. But the palaces are baroque and a trifle
dusty; they are feeble with age; they tremble a little when the
sun is without mercy or the monsoon smites with thunder in
its roar. If you examine them closely you will find that many
of them are but mere skins of whitewash on red brick with
sweeps of grandiose stucco.
The Indian Museum is an exception. It is as obviously
a museum as the Hooghly is a river. It is heavy and dull
and prosaic. But it is not straining after effect. It has the
courage to be plain. That is what I wish the other fajades of
Chowrmghee had. However, many visitors to Calcutta
adore Chowrmghee; they say it knows how to look well,
and it does.
The Cathedral is Perpendicular Gothic with the usual
adaptations which architectural style concedes to the East.
But I wish architects would not drag bits of Greece and
chunks of England into India and call them art, Gothic
architecture in India is as happy as the Pyramids would be
in Iceland. It is northern in spirit; its steep roofs are for the
snows of the West; in India it is but a malarial outcast.
Calcutta suffers from a Development Trust. Perhaps that
is not its official name, but it should be either suppressed or
taught its job. The last time I was in Calcutta I found the
aty in senu/ruins. It rained like the dickens, and I jumped
into a taxi and asked to be driven round the Burra Bazaar